
                  STATEMENT OF THE NEW YORK LANDMARKS CONSERVANCY 
                                                     APRIL 28, 2010 
               BEFORE THE MOYNIHAN STATION DEVELOPMENT CORPORATION 
 
 
 
GOOD AFTERNOON. I’M PEG BREEN, PRESIDENT OF THE NEW YORK LANDMARKS 
CONSERVANCY. 
 
THE CONSERVANCY QUALIFIES AS AN OFFICIAL MOYNIHAN STATION GROUPIE. WE 
HAVE SUPPORTED THE LATE SENATOR’S IDEA OF TURNING THE LANDMARK FARLEY 
POST OFFICE INTO A PROPER RAIL GATEWAY TO THE CITY SINCE HE FIRST 
PROPOSED IT. 
 
THIS PROJECT HAS TAKEN TOO LONG AND TOO MANY DETOURS. BUT WE ARE 
PLEASED THAT IT HAS FINALLY RETURNED TO WHAT THE FOCUS SHOULD HAVE 
BEEN ALL ALONG.  BUILDING A GREAT TRAIN STATION. 
 
PHASE ONE INCLUDES NECESSARY AND VITAL EGRESS AND VENTILATION WORK AND 
THERE IS NOTHING TO QUARREL WITH. WE HOPE SHOVELS DO GO IN THE GROUND 
THIS YEAR. WE ALSO HOPE THAT PHASE TWO CAN START AND RUN PARALLEL WITH 
PHASE ONE BEFORE LONG. 
 
PHASE ONE ALSO INCLUDES PLANS FOR NEW ENTRANCES TO THE STATION AT THE 
EIGHTH AVENUE CORNERS. WE HAVE ALWAYS SUPPORTED CREATING DOORS 
WHERE WINDOWS NOW EXIST. CREATING PEDESTRIAN FRIENDLY AREAS AROUND 
THE PROPOSED DOORS IS APPROPRIATE AS WE UNDERSTAND TH E PLANS. 
  
PHASE TWO IS WHAT THE PUBLIC WILL ANTICIPATE AND APPRECIATE THE MOST AND 
THE CONSERVANCY IS DELIGHTED AND RELIEVED AT THE PLANS.  
 
WE ARE ESPECIALLY PLEASED THAT THE PROJECT NO LONGER THREATENS 
FARLEY’S ARCHITECTURAL INTEGRITY. THAT YOU PROMISE TO KEEP THE EXTERIOR 
FABRIC AND INTERIOR WALLS; THAT THERE WILL NOT BE A TOWER OVER THE ANNEX 
AND THAT A NEW ROOFLINE WILL NOT OVERWHELM THE STATION.  
 
 WE ENCOURAGE YOU TO MAKE THE HISTORIC TRUSSES A FEATURE IN THE TRAIN 
HALL.  IT DOESN’T MATTER THAT THE PUBLIC HAS NOT SEEN THEM. THEY 
REPRESENT THE INNOVATIVE ENGINEERING OF THEIR DAY AND WOULD BE AN 
ATTRACTIVE REMINDER OF THE HISTORY OF THE BUILDING.  
 
WE LOOK FORWARD TO SEEING REAL PLANS FOR THE STATION.   WE APPLAUD YOUR 
GOAL OF OBTAINING SIGNIFICANT PRESERVATION TAX CREDITS FOR THIS EFFORT.   
 
WE ARE ALSO VERY PLEASED THAT THE POST OFFICE WILL STAY IN ITS BEAUTIFUL 
LOBBY. 
 
OUR ENTHURISASM ISN’T JUST FUELED BY FUZZY NOSTALGIA FOR THE LOST PENN 
STATION. PUTTING AMTRAK AND LONG DISTANCE TRAVELERS IN FARLEY WILL 
RELIEVE THE PAINFUL OVERCROWDING OF THE CURRENT STATION; PROVIDE JOBS 



AND BE A STIMULUS FOR GROWTH TO THE WEST OF FARLEY. AND ALL THIS WILL 
HAPPEN BY JUST USING AND RESPECTING FARLEY. 
 
SINCE PHASE ONE WILL BE IMPORTANT WORK BUT INVISIBLE TO THE PUBLIC, WE 
AGREE THAT IT IS IMPORTANT TO LET THE PUBLIC KNOW THAT MOYNIHAN IS FINALLY 
UNDERWAY AND THAT THE TRAIN WILL CONTINUE TO COME DOWN THE TRACK.  
 
SO PLEASE, LET’S NOT MUCK IT UP WITH LARGER SCHEMES, OR DELAY THIS 
CRUCIAL PROJECT AGAIN. THE PEOPLE HAVE ALWAYS SUPPORTED SENATOR 
MOYNIHAN’S VISION. IT’S TIME OUR PUBLIC OFFICIALS DELIVERED IT. 
 
THANK YOU FOR MSDC’S WORK AND WE LOOK FORWARD TO WATCHING MOYNIHAN  
 PROCEED.               


